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Editorial

Ends and Means

andhiji described himself as |ais a last warning before total destruction.

G“practical idealist.” His views on this According to Gandhi, it is not
self-image need elucidation. honourable to glorify war and violence and

He proceeds from the assumption thaguppress the true spirit of humanitye true
this world is weary of war and violence.law of our species is love and non-violence.
Mankind should realize it is involved in a He says that the men who discovered the
mad race of armaNhat is required o law of non-violence in the midst of
is an inspiration altogether from ' ~ violence were the greater geniuses
different source. Hitler Stalin /ﬁ’ \ than Newton.They were geater
Churchill and Roosevelt ar’é warriors thanWellington.
east in the same mouldhe | When theAtlantic Charter
sole diference was that the was drawn up, Gandhi agreed
force was better ganized on | with it. Because it contained the
one side to outbid Hitlerlt is positive expression ‘ffeedom
proper that mankind should from fear’. Later he rejected it
realize that it is involved in a mad because he found that the great
race for arms. L powers clung to the external

Addressing the conference for Inner meaning of the expressiofirue freedom
Asiatic nations in 1947 Gandhi said in thiSrom fear lies in ceasing to fear death.
context that great founders of religionGandhi explains that this is the meaning of
Zoroaster and Mohammed, Moses and Jesuss slogan ‘Do or Die.”
Buddha, Krishna, Rama and many other When Gandhi set forth on his pilgrimage
great seers and sages all came from the Eastrough East Bengal and Biharthe
Asia must today once more convey theigovernment wanted to provide him military
message to the worl@hose sages and seerr police protection. He declined thdef It
proclaimed the genuine and loftier principles only on the basis of such an attitude to
of humanity which we must all strive after life, Gandhi announces that non-violence
today This is what the contemporary world,can be practised. Non-violence is the only
weary of violence, must have to realiZdis | thing that atom-bomb cannot destroy
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Bravery consists in dying, not in killing.
Gandhi was very much concerned wi
two aspects to a question of ethics. Firg
one must be told ‘howto act. Second)yone
must know ‘what’ one should do.The
principle question he asked throughout |
life was how to act.
The doctrine of the just means is a dire
application of the law of Karm#s we sow
so we reap.The means are seed, so t
harvest.The Universal or the cosmo-ethic
law, the law of moral causation, the law
Karma stand all time As you sow so shall
you reap.The means determine the en
Unfair means lead to unfair resulf§tuth
cannot be attained through untrutfihe
means and the end are the two sides of

same coin.This is the mathematics of the

tHaw of Karma.
tly Otto Wolf, an erudite German scholar of

Indian philosophy in his articléGandhis
Legacy’ published in the bookMahatma

ni©andhi as Germans see hi(published in

Gandhi Birth Centenary year 1969)

xateminded us that Gandhi does not reach out

first for objects, but for the hearts of the

heeople. OttoMNolf argues in conclusior;In
alour world of today we never cease to be
ofastonished at the discoveries thak anade

in the field of violence. It may be our belief
dthat far moe discoveries hithés undeamt

of, can be made in the field of non-violence.
With this message Gandhi takes leave of
this.’

FO~E, 27N

)
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The Unity of India

Jawaharl

ostAmericans, bred in the democrat
M tradition, sympathize with Indig’
struggle for freedomThey dislike empire
and imperialism and the domination al
exploitation of one nation by anothénd
yet they are perplexed when they consit
the Indian problem, wondering whether it
possible to build a united and progress|
nation out of the seemingly infinite diversit
that makes up the fabric of Indian lifEhey
have heard so much of the separa
elements, of the conflicts of religion ar
culture, of the variety of languages, of tl
mediaeval conditions in the semi-feud
regions of the Indian t&tes, of social
cleavages, of the general backwardnesg
Indian life, that doubts assail them whett
it is possible to harmonize all these in a fr
and independent India. Can democracy
built upon such insecure foundation? Col
India stand together and free if British ru
were withdrawn?

These hesitations and perplexities @
natural. The questions in which the
originate must be considered by
dispassionatelyand we must attempt to fin
the right answers. Freedom for a nation ¢
a people may be, and is, | believe, alwe
good in the long run; but in the fing

al Nehru

icanalysis freedom itself is a means to an end,

that end being the raising of the people in

guestion to higher levels and hence the
ndyeneral advancement of humanitye vital

and most important problem that faces us in
ldndia is the appalling poverty of the people.
isWill political independence help us to
vediminish this, as well as the numerous ills
ythat flow from it?

It is well to remember that the British
tistave been in &ctive control of India for
dmore than a hundred and fifty years and that
neluring this period they have had almost
atomplete freedom to act in any manner they

chose. No democratic or any other kind of

obntrol in fact existed, the British
eParliament being too far away and too
e@norant to intervene. India was, and is, a
bech country rich in agricultural resources,
uldnineral wealth, human material; only her
lgpeople are pooit was indeed the wealth of

India that attracted hordes of foreign
aradventurers to her shoreddith these
y resources and that human material, and
ugollowing a century and a half of unchecked
d despotism, one is entitled to ask for
\nsubstantial results. During this period
wEurope has changed out of recognition,
1l Japan has transformed herself with amazing
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speed,America has become the wealthiesthe vast area involved, because of the
country in the world. But in India we still increase in transport and communications.
have grinding povertywidespread illiteragy| If the United $ates had a long histqrgoing
a general absence of sanitation and medidahck hundreds and thousands of years—
relief—a lack, indeed, of all the good thingdefore modern science and industry
of life. There are undoubtedly some goodevolutionized life, probably the country
works which have followed British rule, would have been split up into many small
notably in the field on irrigation. But how national units, as happened in Europae
little they are compared to what might havdact that India was split up politically in the
been! course of her long history was inevitable
It is idle to blame the Indian people forunder the conditions then existinglet
this when those people have been alloweslways the idea of the political unity of
no say in the mattethe very backwardness India persisted, and kings and emperors
of a people is condemnation of itssought to realize itAsoka indeed achieved
government. With this patent result of unity two thousand years ago and built up
British rule in India, litle agument is| an empire far greater than that of Britain in
needed to demonstrate its failure. But evelmdia today It stretched right into Central
admitting the failure, it is true that ourAsia and includedfghanistan. Only a small
present problems are no nearer solution, jtart in South India remained outside, and
nevertheless is well to bear the fact in mindhis because of the horror of war and
for the very structure of British imperialist bloodshed that came ovAsoka in the full
rule has been, and is, such as to aggravdteod of victory and conquest. Other rulers
our problems and not to solve any of themn the past tried to achieve the political
And because these problems insistentlynification of India and succeeded in some
demand solution we have to look for |itmeasure. But this desire for unified political

outside the orbit of the British Empire.
India is smaller than the Unitedia®es
of America, yet it is a vast country and i
population is far lager than that of the
United Sates. Our problems therefore a
continental. They are unlike those of th
small countries of Europdill the advent of
modern communications and mode
methods of transport, it was very fiitilt
for such a vast area to hold togeth
politically for long. The United $ates grew
and developed into a powerful unit, desp

control of the whole country could not be
realized in view of the lack of means and
smachinery The coming of the British to
> India synchronized with the development in
régransport, communications and modern
eindustry and so it was that British rule
succeeded at last in establishing political
rrunity.
The desire for political unifyin India
eas in other countries before the advent of
nationalism, was usually the desire of the
iteuler or the conqueror and not of the people
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as a whole. In India, where for long ag

there had been a tgg measure of local self
government, the people were far ma
interested in their local freedom and righ
than in the machinery of government at t

top. Kings changed at the top, but t
newcomers respected local rights and
not interfere with them. Because of th

conflicts between kings and people did 1

take place as in Europe; and latender
cover of this, kings gradually built up the
autocratic power

An all-India political unity thus was

not possible in the pasthat is far more

important for us is to see what other mg
basic unifying or separatist features the

were in Indian life.This will help us to
understand the present and shape the fu
Superficial observers of India, accustom
to the standardization which mode
industry has brought in th&/est, are apt t
be impressed too much by the variety
diversity of India.They miss the unity o
India; and yet the tremendous a
fundamental fact of India is her essen
unity throughout the ages. Indian histo
runs into thousands of years, and, of
modern nations, only China has such
continuous and ancient background

culture. Five to six thousand years ago

IndusValley civilization flourished all ove
northern India and probably extended to

south also. Even then it was somethi
highly developed, with millennia of growt
behind it. Since that early dawn of histo
innumerable peoples, conquerors
settlers, pilgrims and students, have trek

efto the Indian plains from the high lands of
- Asia and have influenced Indian life and
reulture and art; but always they have been
tabsorbed and assimilated. India was
hehanged by these contacts and yet she
heemained essentially her own old self. Like
dithe ocean she received the tribute of a
sthousand rivers, and though she was
otlisturbed often enough, and storms raged
over the surface of her waters, the sea
ircontinued to be the sea. It is astonishing to
note how India continued successfully this
5 process of assimilation and adaptation. It
could only have done so if the idea of a
réundamental unity were so deep-rooted as to
2rbe accepted even by the newcoyend if
her culture were flexible and adaptable to
uchanging conditions.
ed Vincent Smith, in his “Oxford History
rof India,”? refers to what | have in mind :
“India beyond all doubt possesses a deep
ndnderlying fundamental unityfar more
profound than that produced either by
adyeographical isolation or by political
iaduzerainty That unity transcends the
rynnumerable diversities of blood, colour
alhnguage, dress, manners, and séatd Sir
Brederick Whyte, in “The Future of East
ofnd West,”® also stresses this unityHe
heefers to the tremendous diversity of India
and yet “the greatest of all the
heontradictions in India is that over this
ngiversity is spread a greater unityhich is
not immediately evident because it failed
nhistorically to find expression in any
ndolitical cohesion to make the country one,
eout which is so greatly a realitgnd so
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powerful, that even the Musulman worldyoung man travelled all over Indiagaing,
in India has to confess that it has beedebating, convincing lge audiences, and in
deeply afected by coming within it§ a few years (he died at the age of 32)
influence.” changed the mental atmosphere of the
This Indian background and unity werecountry The appeal was to reason and logic,
essentially cultural; they were not religioushot to force.
in the narrow sense of the wordhat This practice of debate and conference
culture was not exclusive or intolerant toover religious and other matters was
begin with; it was receptive and adaptablesommon throughout India and there are
and long ages of preeminence gave it degpcords of many great gatherings from
roots and a solidarity which storms coulKashmir in the north to the far south.
not shake. It developed a beneficent attitud@/hatever the political divisions of the
which, secure in its own strength, coulccountry ideas spread rapidly and were hotly
afford to be tolerant and broad-mindédhd | debated. India hung together culturally and
this very toleration gave it greater strengthhe mental background of the people
and adaptabilityThere was in it till almost everywhere was much the same. Even the
the beginning of the Christian era a certaimasses in diérent parts of the country were
rationalism, something approaching |aot dissimilar in thought and outlooRhe
scientific outlook, which refused to tiechief places of pilgrimage fixed by
itself down to dogmas. True, this culture| Shankaracharya were situated at the four
and rationalism were Igely confined to| corners of India : Badrinath in the
the upper classes, but they percolated dowtimalayas in the north, Rameshwaram near
to the masses to some extent. Superstitio@ape Comorin in the south, Dwarka in the
and dogmas and many an evil practicevest overlooking thérabian Sea, and Puri
gradually crept in.  Buddhism was a revolin the east, washed by the waters of the Bay
against these. But the old way of life wa®f Bengal.There was continuous intercourse
still powerful, and it is one of the wondersbetween the peoples of thefdient regions.
of history how India succeeded in absorbingndia as a whole was their holy land.
Buddhism  without any physical conflict. It is interesting to compare the
Buddhism, which had spread throughaguintolerance of Europe in matters religious to
India and had made progress frivastern| the wide tolerance prevailing almost
Asia right across Centrdlsia to the Far| throughout history in India. Christianity
East, gradually faded out of the land of itgame to India in the first century after
birth. The man who is supposed to beChrist, long before Europe knew much
largely  responsible  for this  wasabout it, and found a welcome and a home.
Shankaracharya, who lived in the eightffhere was no opposition whatevetven
century after ChristThis amazingly brilliant| now there flourish in India many early
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Christian sects which were crushed out
existence in Europe.There are the
Nestorians, and various Syrian Christi
sects.The Jews came to India also abg
eighteen hundred years dgor more, and
were welcomed.They still carry on their
community life and parts of an ancient ci
where they live are supposed to resem
old JerusalemThe Zoroastrians also cam
to India, driven out of Persia, and made th
home here, and have flourished ever sin
The Moslems first came soon after t
advent of Islam and they found rea
admittance and welcome and fu
opportunities for propagating their faith. F
centuries there was no conflict except
the frontiers, it was only when Moslen
came as conquerors and raiders that th
was conflict.

The coming of Moslem rule shook Indi
For a while there was a conflict between t
old background and the newut soon the
old spirit of India began to assert itself a
attempts began to be made to find
synthesis of the old and the nefwven in
religion, most dificult subject of all, this
attempt was repeatedly made by Nana
Kabir and others.The Moslem rulers
generally accepted the background of Ind
life and culture, varied by Persian cultur
ideas.There was no diculty whatever in
the adaptation of old Indian arts to ne
ideas. New styles grew up in architectd
and painting which were a true synthesis
the two and yet were essentially Indian.
also in music. Even in dress a certg
uniformity crept in, and a common langua

tytook

aofleveloped.

Thus the whole history of India for
athousands of years past shows her essential
utinity and the vitality and adaptability of her

culture.This vitality took her message in art
and thought and religion to the Far East; it
the shape of great colonizing
blexpeditions to Malaysia, to Java and
eSumatra and the Philippines and Borneo, as
ethe remains of great monuments there, a
cthousand years old, bear testimony
he Behind this cultural unityand giving
dystrength to it, was the ceaseless attempt to
lIfind a harmony between the inner man and
prhis outer environmenflo some extent this
owas the outlook of the MiddléAges in
sEurope.And yet it probably was something
engore. The profit motive war not so obvious
and riches were not valued in the same way
a.as elsewhere. Unlike as in Europe, honour
haas reserved for the man of intellect and the
man who served the state or societyd the
nadjreat soldier or the rich .man took second
and third place. Perhaps it was this want of
stress by the outer environment that made
India politically weak and backward, while
kexternal progress went forward so rapidly in
the west.
an The past record of Indian cultural
akolidarity does not necessarily help us today
It is present conditions that we have to deal
wwith, and memories of what has been may
réoe of little avail. But though that is perfectly
dfue, yet an ancient people has deep roots in
Sthe past and we cannot ignore them. But the
liigood and the bad that we possess have
gesprung from those roots; they give us
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strength and inspiration; they also burden|uBhe British themselves thrived in the East
and tie us down to many a harmful traditioron the strength of the great impulse given
and evil practice. India undoubtedl|yto the world by the advent of industrialism,
deteriorated and the vitalge in her began and India herself was inevitablyfefted by
to lessen. Her power to assimilate anthis impulse. For their own purposes and
absorb became feeblend the flexibility of | in order to entrench themselves, they built
her thought and structure gave place |tmilways and the other accompaniments of a
rigidity. What was dynamic became moremodern administrationThey tried hard to
and more staticThe rationalism and the stop the industrial growth of India, desiring
scientific basis of her thought continued foto keep her as a producer of raw materials
a favoured fewbut for others irrationalism only and a consumer of British
and superstition held sway by occupatiormanufactured goods. But the industrial
and which at the start was far from rigidrevolution had to spread to India, even
developed a fearful rigidity and became théhough it came slowly because of the
citadel of social reaction and a basis for thebstruction dfered by the Government.
exploitation of the masses. For a long time The British gave political unity to India.
India stagnated, the strength had gone Otihis had now become possible owing to the
of her, and it was inevitable that she shouldlevelopment of communication and
fall an easy prey to the bettequipped and transport. It was a unity of a common
more vital and technically advanced natignsubjection, but it gave rise to the unity of
of the West. common nationalismThe idea of a united
The immediate result of this was theand a free India gripped the people. It was
growth of conservatism, a furthernot a superficial idea imposed from above,
shrinking of India inside her shell in self-but the natural outcome of that fundamental
defence. British rule forwarded this processnity which had been the background of
by crystallizing many a changing custonindian life for thousands of yearsihe
and giving it the force of law Even more| difference that had crept in was the new
important in keeping India back was theemphasis on the political aspe€a combat
economic structure which British rule builtthis, the British Government tried to lay
up. The feudal Indian tate system, and stress on religious ddrences and adopted a
gilded Maharajas and Nabobs, and the bigolicy which encouraged them and brought
landlord system were essentially Britishthem into conflict with each otheit has
creations in IndiaWe have them, to our had a measure of success, but nationalism,
misfortune, still with us. But this desire ofin India as in other countries of the East, is
the British rulers to keep a semi-feudathe dominant wge if the time and must
structure in India could not hold back theriumph.This nationalism is being tempered
impact of new ideas and new conditionstoday by the economic ge, but this is still
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further removed from the mediaeval outlopkvherever it arises.
which thinks in terms of religious groupings  Language is alleged to divide India into
in political afairs. innumerable compartments; we are told by
The growth of powerful nationalist the census that there are 222 languages or
movement in India, represented by thelialects in India. | suppose the census of the
National Congress, has demonstrated tHénited Sates mentions a very g number
political unity of India.The last two decades of languages; the German census, | think,
have seen vast upheavals, in the nature ofn@entions over sixtyBut most of these
peaceful rebellion, taking place throughoutanguages are spoken by small groups of
the length and breadth of the country angeople, or are dialects. In India, the absence
shaking the foundations of British ruléhis | of mass education has fostered the growth
voluntary oganization, commanding theof dialects.As a matter of fact, India is a
willing allegiance of millions, has played asingularly unified area so far as languages
great role in fixing the idea of Indian unityare concernediltogether in the vast area of
in the minds of our masseBhe capacity for| India there are a dozen languages and these
united action and disciplined sacrifice for| aare closely allied to each othérhey fall
national ideal which the people have showmto two groups—the Indo-Aryan languages
has demonstrated not only the probability|obf the north and centre and west, and the
Indian unity but its actual existence. In IndieDravidian languages of the east and south.
today no one, whatever his political viewsThe Indo-Aryan languages derive from
or religious persuasions, thinks in terms$Sanskrit and anyone who knows one of
other than those of national unity them finds it easy to learn anothérhe
There are dferences, of course, andDravidian languages are f#ifent, but each
certain separatist tendencies, but even thesae of them contains fifty percent or more
do not oppose national freedom or unitywords from the SanskritThe dominant
They seek to gain a special favour for theilanguage in India is Hindustani (Hindi or
particular group and because of this theWrdu) which is already spoken by a huge
hinder sometimes the growth of theblock of a hundred and twenty million
nationalist movement. Religious flifences| people and is partly understood by scores
affect politics less and less, though stillof millions of others.This language is
sometimes they distract attentionhere is| bound to become the all-India medium of
no religious or cultural problem in India.communication, not displacing the great
What is called the religious or communabprovincial languages, but as a compulsory
problem is really a dispute among uppesecond languaga&Vith mass education on
class people for a division of the spoils obehalf of the state this will not be filiult.
office or of representation in a legislatureAlready due to talkies and the ratio the
This will surely be settled amicablyrange of Hindustani is spreading fashe
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writer of this article has had occasion tgerson are uneconomic and wasteful and too
address great mass audiences all over Indsanall for the application of scientific
and almost always, except in the south, |hmethods of agriculture. Lge-scale state
has used Hindustani and been understooand collective or cooperative farms must be
However numerous the @lifult problems| established instead, and this cannot be done
which India has to solve, the languageo long as the vested interests in land are
problem clearly is not one of them. |Ithot removed. Even when this has been done
already is well on the way to solution. | the vast urban and rural unemployment will
It will thus be seen that the forcesnot be reduced. For that as well as for other
working for Indian unity are formidable andobvious reasons we must push forward the
overwhelming, and it is ditult to conceive| industrialization of the countrylhis again
of any separatist tendency which can brealequires the development of social
up this unity Some of the major Indian services— education, sanitation, efmd
princes might represent such a tendency; bab the problem becomes a vast and many-
they flourish not from their own inherentsided one décting land, industry and all
strength, but because of the support of thdepartments of life and we see that it can
British power When that support goes, theybe tackled only on a nationally planned
will have to surrender to the wishes of theibasis without vested interests to obstruct the
own people, among whom the sentiment| gflanning.Therefore many of us think that a
national unity is widespread. socialist structure is necessampat in no
This does not mean that our problemsther way can such planning beanized
are easy of solutiomhey are very dffcult, | and pushed through.
as every major problem in the world today But then the vested interests come in—
is difficult, and probably their solution will here lies the real ditulty and the real
depend on international as well as pronflict. Far the greatest of these is the City
national factors. But the real problems jobf London, representing British finance and
India, as of the rest of the world, arendustry The Government of India is but its
economic, and they are so interrelated thahadow when vital interests are concerned.
it is hardly possible to tackle themin addition there are the imperial services
separately The land problem is the and Indian vested interests, the princes and
outstanding question of India and any finabthers. The new Constitution of Indi%,
solution of it is dificult to see without though giving a certain leverage in the
revolutionary changes in our agricultureprovinces owing to the extension of the
and land system. Feudal relics and the bigjectorate, is essentially designed to protect
landlord system are hindrances [tdhese special interests and keep British
development and will have to gdhe tiny | imperialism in India intact. Even in the
holdings, averaging a fraction of an acre pgorovinces real power rests with the
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Governors and the revenues aregédy | must be framed, without outside
mortgaged to these interests. Such strengtiterference, by a Constituerissembly
as there is behind the provincialelected on the basis of an adult franchise.
governments comes far more from th&hat is the democratic way and there is no
organized national movement than from thether way short of revolution which can
ConstitutionAct. Fear of conflict with this| bring the needed resulAn Assembly so
movement, resulting possibly in theelected will represent the people as a whole
suspension of the Constitution, prevents toand will be far more interested in the
much interference with the provincialeconomic and social problems of the masses
governments. But the position is essentiallthan in the petty communal issues which
unstable; conflicts are inherent in it.affect small groups.Thus it will solve
Besides, under the financial provisions anwithout much dificulty the communal and
reservations really big schemes of sociadther like problems. It will not solve so
reform simply cannot be undertaken. easily the economic problems, but the clash
But by far the worst part of the of interest there is similar to that found all
Constitution is the proposed Federabver the world. In the world-wide conflict
structure, for it makes the feudal Indiarof ideas and politics, India stands for
States permanent and, in addition, givedemocracy and against Fascism and the
them some power to interfere in thdaafs | totalitarian state. She stands for peace and
of the rest of IndiaThe whole conception cooperation between nations and ultimately
of a union of imperialism, feudalism andthe building up of a world order
democracy is incapable of realization and Will an independent India be strong
can only mean the entrenchment of all thenough to protect herself from outside
reactionary elements. It must eaggression and invasion? If India is strong
remembered that the Indiana& system is enough to gain her freedom from British
over a hundred years old and that duringnperialism, which has so long been
this century it has continued more or lesentrenched on her soil, it seems to follow
unchanged. In this period Europe and ththat she will also be strong enough to resist
world have altered past recognition, and ifresh aggressiohe strength of a nation is
iS @ monstrous imposition on us that we relative ahkir’ depending on a host of
should be saddled permanently with feudahternal and external factors. Most
relics which prevent all growth. Hence thendependent countries today are not strong
fierce opposition to the Federal structurenough to stop by themselves the aggression
and the Constitutiodct as a whole. of a great powerEven a great power might
The National Congress stands fosuccumb to a combination of other Great
independence and a democratic state. It h®owers. Probably the Unitedta®es is the
proposed that the constitution of a free Indianly country so fortunately situated and so
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strong in every way as to be able to hope tarmy outside their own mountains.
resist successfully almost any hostjle Japan is mentioned as a possible
combination. The others rely for their aggressorlt is said that militarists in Japan
independence partly on their own strengthlgream ofAsiatic and even world dominion.
but more so on a combination ofPerhaps so. But before they can approach
circumstance. India they will have to crush and absorb the
India will, of course, take all necessarywhole of China, an undertaking which most
steps to strengthen her defences. For thigople think is utterly beyond their capagity
she has the industrial and other necessaayd one which will involve at some stage a
resources. Her policy will be one ofconflict with other Great Powers. How can
friendship to her neighbours and others, andipan come to India? Not overland. Deserts
she will rigorously avoid conflict. The | and the Himalayas fd#r an efective
National Congress has already declared thbarriey and not even air fleets can come
in the event of Britain being involved in anthat way By sea the route is long and
imperialist way India will not be a party to intricate and full of danger in the narrow
it. There is no doubt that India can build ugstraits that have to be passeéd.Japanese
a strong defence apparatus. Her army tpdawpvasion of India could become a practical
though lacking in Indian d&ters, is| proposition only in China has been
considered an &tient force. completely crushed, and if the United
Who might be the aggressor againsBates, the Soviet Union and England have
India? It is hardly likely that any Europeanall been efectively humbledThat is a lage
nation will embark on so rash an adventurejndertaking.
for each country in Europe fears its Thus we see that, normally speaking,
European neighbour Soviet Russia is there is no great or obvious danger of the
definitely out of the picture so far asinvasion of India from without.t8#l, we live
aggression goes, she requires a policy] @i an abnormal world, full of wars and
international peace, and the acquisition |odggression. International law has ceased to
Indian territory would fulfil no want of hers. be, treaties and undertakings have no value,
Afghanistan and the border tribes also neeghngsterism prevails unabashed among the
not be considered in this connection. Qunations. We realise that anything may
policy towards them will be one of closehappen in this epoch of revolution and wars,
friendship and cooperation, utterly unlikeand that the only thing to be done to protect
the “Forward Policy’ of the British, which| ourselves is to rely on our own strength at
relies on bombing combatants andhe same time that we pursue consciously a
noncombatants alike. But even if thes@olicy of peace. Risks have to be taken
peoples were hostile and aggressive they|anghatever the path we follorhese we are
to backward industrially to meet a moderrmprepared to take, for we must.
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We do not underestimate thefditilties
before usWe have a hard task, hard becau
of external opposition, harder still becau
of our own weakness. It is always mo
difficult to fight ones own failings than the
power of an adversaryVe have to do both
We have social evils, with the authority
long tradition and habit behind therie
have within us the elements which ha
gone to build up Fascism in other countri¢
We have inertia and a tame submission
fate and its decrees. But we have also a 1
awakening of the vital spirit of Indialhe
static uncreative period is ovex hunger for

as an inevitable development. So she seeks
Is'® synthesize it with her own fundamental
seonceptions, to find a harmony between the
renner man and his ever changing outer
> environment. That harmony is strangely
. lacking in the whole world todayll of us
toseek it blindly Till we find it we shall have

to march wearily through the deserts of
veonflict and hatred and mutual destruction.
oS,

tgesources :
This essay originally appeared Foreign
Affairs, U. S.A., January 1938. It presents a

sensitive appreciation of the diverse elements
which make up India unity

el

change and for the ending of misery ang_ Oxford : Clarendon Press. 1919.

property has seized the masséke world
is shaken by war and alarms of wilio one
knows what horror and inhuman cruelty a
destruction—or human progress—the futy
holds for us. Be that as it maydia will no
longer be merely a passive instrument
destiny or of anothés will.

In the subconscious mind of India the
is questioning, a struggle a crisés of old,
India seeks a synthesis of the past and

present, of the old and the neShe sees the

new industrial civilization  marching
irresistibly on; she distrusts it and dislikes
to some extent, for it is an attack agaif
and an upheaval of so much that is old;

she has accepted that industrial civilizati

3. London : Sidgwick, 1932.

. The Jews in India are descended from arrivals
in the country at dférent periods. The most
I'® ancient Jewish families claim descent from

twelve Jewish families that are said to have
of been shipwrecked on the Indian coast in the
fourth century before the Christian era.

nd

r&. Guru Nanak founded the Sikh religion.

6. The Constitution is embodied in the
the Government of IndiaAct, 1935, passed by the
British Parliament, It does not carry the consent
of the Indian people and was imposed on
India in face of national oppositionThe
it Constitution has become operative only in the
hst Provinces. The introduction of the Federal
Central structure with its highly objectionable
yet features has been successfully resisted by the
ON |ndian National movement up till now

=

By Courtsey :National Unity Vol Il. Editors: Bandopadhay Dr Subhas.at, Calcutta University : National

Integration Centre
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: Historians fix their eyes on those thundering and lightning flashes, but perhaps if they had

The hut in the Sevagrafkshram whex Gandhi lived, sim 1936-46

fixed their eyes on the humble soil, they would have found the fundamental reason for the
fall of ancient empires and the extinction of whole civilizations. It would seen that North
Africa was once the granary of Rome. It is today Sahara desert. Babylon was once the
proudest civilisation in historyToday she is wilderness. It appears likely that it was not
armies and statesmen who wiped these mighty empires completielpf existence, but

their own deforestation and their own over cultivation and over irrigation of their precious
lands. People do not notice them, as they are more alarmed by the thunder and lightning
caused by wars and rumours of wars, by revolutions and political upheavals. But these are
only passing phases and the mass of humanity continues to plough sow and reap under one
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ruler an another in spite of all these chandést. so when the soil is desyied. Then ther
is no moe sowing andeaping, it is the end & & s&ife Sftare gfoaz afefm 7@ afifa
wog @3 Bfoce Teitae-& frafaee © “We should feel a more living bond between
ourselves and the rest of animate creations (if we are to survive).’
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Will he be relevant?

Judith M Brown*

s India looks back at the end of theunderpinned imperialism, nationalism and

millennium she can justly claim thatthe modern statg and.by 192'0 had begun to
one of the most significant figures of thelaunch a sustained ideological attack on
last century was an Indian—MahatmdBritish rule in India on political, cultural
Gandhi known by repute the world over@nd spiritual grounds. For him, unlike the
even by those for whom British imperialismMaiority of political con-temporaries, the
is a brief page in a history bookVhat problem was British imperialism was only

Gandhi himself would have said of the 2 ﬂpartly the fact that it was foreign rule. Far
more significant for him was the fact that

century and of the prospects of the 21st is - . .
under its aegis many Indians were

much more“debatable, .for"m reallty_ he @3bandoning what he saw as Indian culture
in no way “representative” of the times ingnq gpiritual standards and becoming clones
which he lived, and was in so many way$f modern industrial man driven by the
profoundly out of time with his desire for material gain and domination. For
contemporaries and their values. It is morgiim true swaraj was the creation of a new
than likely that he would have faced thissociety and a political order rooted in self-
later “midnight hour” with the same sorrow control which he believed drew on Indian
and ambiguity as he did the midnight pfcultural traditions.At the same time as
Indian Independence in 1947. Gandhi matured as a political thinker he
For India, howeverGandhi remains one experimented with new styles of political
of her most creative and formidable figuregction, particularly the practice of a wide
in the century marked by her opposition [tdepertoire of nonviolent responses to what
imperialism and the gaining of politicalhe saw as public “wrongsAlthough such
independence. He was most unusual amomgactices were of universal validity for him,
public men, in India or elsewhere, for heon his return to India in 1915, he began to
engaged with ideas as much as witgee clearly that in the particular
practice.Although he was to a considerablecircumstances of India, the Britislaj was
extent self-taught, he became, in mid-life|ifPased very layely on consent and a degree
South Africa, a serious thinkerif not a | of active collaboration, and that, therefore,

trained philosopheras manifested in his peaceful but principled withdrawal of
only extended piece of political writing, consent and co-operation would cut at the

Hind Swaraj (1909). From that time he roots of British powerparticularly if it was
pursued his exploration of the ideas whichvell coordinated and pursued in the light of
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a growing worldwide mass medialhe particular the politicisation which have
result was the series of India-widegyertaken “Hinduism” in the late 20th
campaigns of nonviolent resistance whiclentury is the role he played in what might
became the hallmark of Indian nationalismpe called the “modernisation” of Hindu
even if their practical é¢cts on British rule| tradition. He was remarkably radical in his
are disputed by historians. critique of religious authorityof modes of
The corollary of Gandhs' critique of | orship and of social customs rooted in
imperialism was a vision of a nelvdia. He | relegious tradition. Not only did he use the
visualised and worked, through hisashramstyle of community to experiment in
constructive programme, for a more equathe society and in new forms of tolerant
tolerant and inclusive societwhich would community He also ayued that religious
demonstrate the Indians were capable| @éxts have to be noted against reason and
self-rule—not the political independenceconscience, and that religious comes to each
Congress strove fpbut a deeper capacity syccessive generation. Individuals and
for self-management which would avoid th&;ommunities have to move on in permanent
need for an intrusive and powerful sta epilgrimage after truth otherwise their
Few of his contemporaries shared thigypposed “religion becomes fossiled and
vision, least of all the generation Ofjrrelevant for a changing world'He thus
Congressmen who came to power in 194%jayed no little part in the process which
Nonetheless, Gandbi' “imaginings” of a| have helped to make Hindu traditions of
new India helped to give his compatriotsyorld with significance in the late 20th
belief in themselves, pride in theircentury freeing them from their local routs
traditions, and the impetus to put then |ndian society
country before self. One only has to read Byt what of Gandhg wider significance
Jawaharlal Nehrs’Autobiography (1936) td for a new millennium? Caixlhi also has the
see the Mahatms' influence even on & capacity to inspire and challenge people of

young, radical, secular politician—angther traditions, races and timesVhy
influence which was to last will beyond theshould this be?

Mahatmas death, Even at the end of the Gandhi insisted that to be an authentic
century though few Indians would call hyman one has to recognise that at ®ne’
themselves “Gandhians” the name |otore is a spiritual capacjtyand that—to
Gandhi resonates with ideals which jud Quote another seminal religious figure,
contemporary standards in public life, andman does not live by bread alone”.
are a touchstone when Indians recall thgecause he was undogmatic  and
purposes of their freedom struggle and the{insectarian, yet evidently inspired by a
new national life. spiritual conviction, Gandhi has become a
To the uninformed outsider Gandhipeacon for many in a secular world who
often appears as a particularly Hindu publigearch for spiritual truth which is relevant in
figure, one who looked backwards intogyr world, yet do not find it in conventional
India’s religious past for inspiratiokVhat is religious places.
less well known, and perhaps easily The corollary of this belief, in the
forgotten in the wake of the changes and ifyndamentally spiritual nature of men and
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women, was Gandls’vision of a common powerful nation states where politics is a
humanity—a commonality in compossingtough profession with great rewards for those
barriers of genderclass and caste, race anavho “succeed’in terms of powerHis vision
religion. In India this led him to work for a of restrained and tolerant individuals and his
more equal society where women as well| asbhorrence of lge-scale political power and
men, high and lowHindu and Muslim alike the economic and political use to which it
would all be part of a new communitylore | could he put, led him to fear the modern state
broadly it was a vision which was theand to power and the economic and political
foundation of his understanding of toleranceise to which it could be put, led him to learn
and compassion, which has made him the modern state and to despite it as
profoundly attractive figure. inherently violent and immoral, depriving
Ideals of shared humanjtgf a common| people of their right and duty to order their
purpose and pilgrimage after truth, also ledwn lives. In an car when the power of the
Gandhi to the practice of nonviolence—anodern state is being questioned, and doubt
way of solving the many inevitable conflictsis cast on its capacity to work real change, his
in human life without denying the humanitycritique and vision take on new meaning so
and vision of all parties engaged in conflictdoes his vision of compassionate and self-
For him of course non-violence became eegulating communities as the true
total way of life, rooted in self-discipline. foundation of any polity Even more
Few in India or abroad have become tiuehallenging to those engaged in the political
“Gandhians” in this sense of sharing thisvorld is his claim that there is no fi#ifence
ideal. But for thousands the possibility ofoetween the political and private spheres—
non-violence as a practical tool has becomihat common spiritual values should inform
deeply appealing in a century marked byehaviour of any sort, and that there is no
two world wars and hundreds of smaller butlichotomy between what is acceptable in
equally cruel conflictsA task for the new public and private life.
millennium which Gandhi never faced As people look back on Gandhi it is
because of his utter belief in thdiefcy of | clear that there are many Gandhis navst
non-violence, is to examine and lest thas there were in his life time. People saw
sorts of situations where non-violence doeand see in him diérent qualities, they heard
“work”, where it can indeed alter and hear dferent messagedhis made for
perceptions all relations and so sterilise thprofound ambiguity in his life, and
situation of its violence. generated both love and hatved for the man.
But Gandhi has other words in the newBut like others who dream dreams and who
era for those engaged in public life, wordstrive to make them a realjthe provides
which are less charismatic then those of nomAspiration for those whose successive
violence and opposition to imperial routegenerations, like him, strive after a greater
and much harder to heir in a worked ofruth than materialealities.

* Dr. Brown is Beit Professor of Commonwealth History at Oxford University
Source The Hindu. Special Issue. 01.01.2000
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B TENE QFAICA (&% (ST (S T, d589) e @A Yy e agwet
29.9.1946 : | wish to discuss the desaster that overtook the pilgrims at Diamond Harrbeur
Gangasagormelais famous and pilgrimage is held every year on the last day of the Bengali
monthPousat the confluence of the Ganges and the Bay of Befhbalplace is visited every
year by tens of thousands of pilgrims from all over Indiae melais managed and
arrangements are made by the Government and 28 District Board jointlyfhis year
arrangements were made with joint steamer companies of tivvdr@ R.S.N. to carry the
pilgrims to themela.They constructed two jetties at Diamond Harbdwo wooden jetties,
for the emberkation and disemberkation of pilgrims. On 12th Janeamperkation of
pilgrims was proceeding by the southern jetty when the first accident happetedrat,Jand
13 pilgrims were killed and 25 were seriously injurEde accident happened by the breaking
of the railings of the jettyThereupon the executive authorities as well as the steamer
companies were given warning and were repeatedly requested to stop emberkation and not to
allow emberkation by the second jettyhich was suspected to be a weak structure, but it was
not heeded to. Emberkation by the second jetty started according to their plan. In helpless and
desperation the local leaders approached the SubdivisiofieéiObut before he could do
anything the second accident happened by the collapsing of the gangway of the second jetty
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and breaking of its railing3his time it was not 13, but 143 pilgrims were killed outright and

55 seriously injured. Sithe ghastly tragedy aroused resentment and sensation in the public
mind and in the pres$he ghastly tragedy is unique in its nature, it is unique in the history
of pilgrimage in the history of Indi&here was a universal demand from the public as well

as the press to institute a thorough enquiry of a judicial naturberefore a competent
tribunal should have been appointed for determination of compensation to be paid to the
relatives of the deceased as well as the injured....

B &34 ATOF FATWS TGN :
13.5.1947 : Sir, there is extensive coastal area in Bengal from the district of Midnapore upto
Chittagong, and these coastal areas are naturally saline tracts and these are one crop areas.
Agriculture is these areas can not and does not support the people of these areas and there is
enforced idleness during at least five months of the yBadrbounteous nature has provided
a very fruitful occupation in another direction and that is salt manufacture which, if
developed would make the peolple of these coastal areas prosperous and, at the same time,
would meet the self requirements of the province. But the people of the province remained
deprived of this right by the British Government since the time of East India Congmny
British rule in India is based on economic exploitation of the masses. But through the
immense sdéring and sacrifices of millions of our countrymen during the salt campaign of
1930 under the lead of Mahatma Gandhi and the Congress concession to manufacture salt in
coastal areas and sale it in local markets to consumers and not for business was granted, and
a further little concession was granted during wartime due to scarcity of salt.supply
Government should have availed of this opportunity for development of salt industry in the
coastal areas. But they did not doAt least through the ceaseles$ods of Mahatma
Gandhi the Interim Government has now been pleased to abolish the salt tax altogether
What has Government done? Government has only established 17 warehouses to purchase
salt from local manufacturers and this would have encouraged salt manufacture in the
coastal areas, but the price fixed by the Government is too low to encourage salt
manufactureThey purchase salt in the warehouse at 5 pice per seer when salt was selling at
8 or 10 annas per seer and was not even available....

Three things are essentially necessary for the development of this indumer{irst
thing is—if the industry is to be developed it must be developed on cottage industry basis.

The next thing is that the method employed must be thoroughly improved and it is
nonetheless an important question that this industry should gasmised on cooperative
lines for tile purpose of manufacture and marketing of salt. One thing is that the method
now employed by the manufacturers are crude. Even they do not know the method
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employed by Malangeese or salt-manufacting classes of olden times and of the times of the
East India CompanyReady salt is not available in coastal areas of Bengal as in other
provinces where ready salt can be picked up in coastal areas. Salt has to be manufactured
from salt-beds to be scraped up in coastal lands and that salt has to be soaked in water and
agueous solution has to be boiled. So it is a great problem to manufacture salt in coastal
areas, and this problem has got to be solved.

Sir, the method of production of salt will have to be improved as to eleminate the use of
fuel in the manufacture of salt. So the sun-evaporation method of salt manufacture should
be so improved that it may be adopted in the manufacture of salt on cottage industry basis.
And so long as these improvements are not introduced certain facilities should be given to
the salt manufactureras for instance, they should be allowed to take fuel from the
Government Reserve Forests either free of cost or at a nominal cost, and bounties should be
given to them either in this form or salt should be purchased from warehouse at no lesser
price than the market price and also iron pans and other utensils should be distributed to
them at cheaper rate ... right regained after a long struggferisgfand sacrifices should
not be friterred away and should not be allowed to be usurped by big capitalists by
establishing lage scale industries of salt and thereby keeping the poor people of the coastal
areas unemployed for a great length of time.

B F ATSH 2GR AVITIA THF Igrel

25.5.47 : Sir, agriculture will even remain the main occupation of the people of this country
however much the country is industrialised in futukéier the great experiments of Sir
Albert Howards and other western savants it has been proved that the cattle is superior to
engine for ploughing the land which causes soil deaag compost manure of which cow
dung and urine form the main part is superior to artificial fartilisers which cause soil decay
as well as develop soil and plant disease. Spc&itle will even play a most important part

in the economy of this countrit is truly called as the mother of prosperitg the giver of

milk, as the producer of cattle for plough and cart and producer of manure, and from the
religious standpoint also it is therefore adored both by the Hindus and the Mahamedans—
the Hindus consider it as the emblem of oneness of animal creation and the Mahamedans
adore it as the sacred object religious sacrifice....

...For the improvement of cattle what are essentially necessary are these, that every
police-station should possess one cattle breeding farm in which best bulls of Hariana breed
or of other good breed should be kept and maintained at government cost for utilising by
villagers for steed purpose ... experiments should be made in crossbreeding ... research work
should be made for the discovery of cheap afidieft cattle fodder and the results made
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known to the cultivators by Bengali leafletsAlso free pastures should be provided for
every village....
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